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The Fighting Rooster (A tale from China)

There was a man who had a fighting rooster that was not doing well.
He wanted the rooster to become a better fighter

so he took it to a trainer.

After a few weeks he went to see

how his rooster had changed.

The rooster was the same

except that it could not squawk as loudly.

“He is not ready yet,” said the trainer.

The man came again after two weeks.
This time the rooster could barely raise his neck feathers and wings.
“He is not ready yet,” said the trainer.

So the man went home and came a third time after two more weeks passed.

T e |

Now the rooster was as tame and docile as a chick.

“Look what you've done to my fighting bird!

1 M M n r} IF} rﬁ‘:T
You've ruined him" shouted the man. 7 i{ﬁ 7

“Look again,” said the trainer,
“See how calm and secure he is and how straight he stands.
The other birds will take one look at him

and they'll be too frightened to fight him!”
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Wild Goose (A Tale from China)

Two men were out hunting when they saw a wild goose flying in the sky.
The first man aimed his bow at the goose and said to the other man,

n
!

“When I catch that goose, I will make a delicious stew out of it

-
The second man disagreed. T e

“I want to have it roasted!” “Stewed!” ) ——
. . H'_'J 'I||
shouted the first man, frowning. S~
He had put down his bow and arrow. 0 /
i
“No, roasted!” the second man shouted back.

They could not agree.
So they decided to go to the clan leader and ask him to decided
which will be better, stewed or roasted.

The leader answered that when they catch the goose they can make stew

out of one half of the meat and roast the other half.

That way everyone will get what they want. %
() R

L

Both of the men were happy about their new plan.
So they went again to the place where they had first spotted the goose.

But by then the goose was safely long gone...
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Who is King of the Forest? (A Tale from India)

Fox was lying in the forest 'ﬁ'r
L

b

when tiger attacked him.
Fox cried out, “I'm the king of the jungle.
How dare you attack me?” (ig)

Tiger stared at him amazed.

“Nonsense. I'm the king of the jungle not you."
"Of course [ am,” said the sly fox,

“When animals see me they run away in terror.

Follow me and I will show you.”

So the tiger followed fox as he lead him through the forest.
Soon they came upon a herd of deer.

When the deer saw the tiger behind the fox they fled.

The fox kept walking until they met a pack of monkeys.
When the monkeys saw the tiger behind the fox they jumped

to the treetops and ran far away.

“Do you see now? Is that not enough proof?”
The tiger looked at the fox in disbelief.

T have seen it with my own eyes.

You are the king of the jungle.

Please forgive me, Great King,"

said the tiger bowing down to the fox.
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Three Fish (A Tale from India)

There were three fish living in a pond.
The first was named Plan Ahead, =

the second was named Think Fast,

and the third was Wait and See. p

One morning a fisherman came by the pond.
They heard him say that he would come back to catch fish the next day.
Plan Ahead said, "I will swim down to the river tonight!”

Think Fast said, “I'm sure, I'll be able to think of a plan later”

And Wait and See said, “I'm not going to worry about it now!”

The next morning the fisherman came and cast his nets.

By that time Plan Ahead had long escaped.

Think Fast and Wait and See were still in the pond and they got caught.
Then Think Fast quickly turned belly up as if he were dead.

When the fisherman saw this he threw him out and Think Fast swam

to safety. But Wait and See ended up being the fisherman's dinner.

This is why people say, “In times of danger, plan ahead or think fast!”
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Sl A

Q9: The next morning/ the fisherman came and cast his nets./

Sjj Ad:

Q10: By that time/ Plan Ahead had long escaped./

Sl A

Q11: Think Fast and Wait and See were still in the pond/ and they got caught./
Sl A

Q12: Then Think Fast quickly turned belly up/ as if he were dead./

Sfj A:

Q13: When the fisherman saw this/ he threw him out/ and Think Fast swam to safety./
Sl A

Q14: But Wait and See ended up/ being the fisherman's dinner./

S A

Q15: This is why people say,/ “In times of danger,/ plan ahead or think fast!"/
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Fate (A Hebrew Folktale)

One day a servant ran breathlessly into King Solomon’s court.
“King Solomon I beg you! Please lend me your fastest horse!”, he said,

“I must go to a town that is ten miles away from here before sunset!”

"Why?" asked King Solomon.

His servant was covered with sweat.

_ 'Because sir, I just met death in the garden!

He has come to take me. I must flee to save my life!”

Very well," said King Solomon, "you may take my fastest horse.

He has hoofs like wings.”

The servant thanked him and rode away on the horse.

Later, King Solomon went into the garden.

He saw Death sitting there with a confused look upon its face.

"What is the matter?” asked the King.

Death turned to him and replied,

"I am supposed to claim the soul of one of your
servants in a town ten miles away from heret

But I just saw him here in the garden.

Unless he has a horse with hooves

it would be impossible for him to get there before sunset...”
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Q2: One day/ a servant ran breathlessly/ into King Solomon's court./

Sjj Ad:

Q3: "King Solomon I beg you!/

<] ESK

Q4: Please lend me/ your fastest horse!”, he said,/ "I must go to a town/ that is ten
miles away from here/ before sunset!”/

Sjj Ad:

Q5: "Why?" asked King Solomon./

Sij A:

Q6: His servant was covered with sweat./

S AL

Q7: "Because sir,/ I just met death/ in the garden!/

Sjj Ad:

Q8: He has come to take me./

<] ESK

Q9: I must flee/ to save my life!”/

S AL

Q10: "Very well,” said King Solomon,/ "you may take my fastest horse./
SfA:

Q11: He has hoofs/ like wings."/

Sl A

Q12: The servant thanked him/ and rode away/ on the horse./

Sl A

Q13: Later, King Solomon went into the garden./

Sfj A:

Q14: He saw Death/ sitting there/ with a confused look upon its face./
Sl A

Q15: "What is the matter?” asked the King./

Sl A

Q16: Death turned to him and replied,/ "I am supposed to claim/ the soul of one of
your servants/ in a town ten miles away from here./

<] ESK

Q17: But I just saw him/ here in the garden./

Sjj Ad:

Q18: Unless he has a horse with hooves/ it would be impossible for him/ to get there/
before sunset..."/

Sl A
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/fate /folktale /hebrew

/day /one

: /a /breathlessly /ran /servant

: /court /into /king /solomon's

/beg /i /king /solomon /you

: /lend /me /please

/fastest /he /horse /said /your

/a /go /i /must /to /town

/away /from /here /is /miles /ten /that
: /before /sunset

/asked /king /solomon /why

: /covered /his /servant /sweat /was /with
: /because /sir

/death /i /just /met

/garden /in /the

/come /has /he /me /take /to
/ﬂee /i /must

/Iife /my /save /to

: /king /said /solomon /very /well
/fastest /horse /may /my /take /you
/has /he /hoofs

/Iike /wings
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Q39: A0 E&tSH= 72 . /get /there /to

Q40: sff X|7| Mo - /before /sunset
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The Talkative Turtle (A tale from India)

Two hunters were discussing a plan to catch turtles the next day.

A turtle heard their talk and went to two cranes for help.

“Please help me, beautiful cranes.” he said,
"I must escape from here.
If you both hold a long branch

in your beaks,

I'll bite the branch in the middle and you can carry me far away from here.”

“That is a smart idea,” said the cranes.
“But be careful. If you were to utter but a word, you will fall to the ground!”
The turtle promised to keep his mouth shut.

So the two cranes held a long stick between them and carried the turtle

ﬂZ J;?i

They exclaimed, “What clever birds! Look at how they are carrying a turtle!”

into the air.

When people on the ground looked up
in the sky they saw the turtle being carried
by the two cranes.

They were amazed at the strange sight.

The turtle was proud and liked to talk.
On hearing what the people said he could not help crying out,

"It was my idea!” and fell tumbling to the ground.
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Q2: Two hunters were discussing a plan/ to catch turtles the next day./
Sjj Ad:
Q3: A turtle heard their talk/ and went to two cranes/ for help./

<] ESK

Q4: "Please help me,/ beautiful cranes.” he said,/ "I must escape from here./

Sl A

Q5: If you both hold a long branch/ in your beaks,/ I'll bite the branch in the middle/
and you can carry me/ far away from here.”/

Sl Ad:

Q6: "That is a smart idea,” said the cranes./

Sl A

Q7: "But be careful./

Sjj Ad:

Q8: If you were to utter/ but a word,/ you will fall to the ground!”/

<] ESK

QO: The turtle promised to keep his mouth shut./

Sl A

Q10: So the two cranes held a long stick/ between them/ and carried the turtle into
the air./

<] ESK

Q11: When people on the ground/ looked up in the sky/ they saw the turtle/ being
carried by the two cranes./

Sjj Ad:

Q12: They were amazed/ at the strange sight./

Sl A

Q13: They exclaimed,/ “What clever birds!/

Sl A

Q14: Look at how they are carrying a turtle!”/

<] ESK

Q15: The turtle was proud and liked to talk./

Sl A

Q16: On hearing what the people said/ he could not help/ crying out,/ “It was my
ideal"/

Sl Ad:

Q17: and fell tumbling/ to the ground./

off M-
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/could /he /help /not

Q36: X|= AS . /crying /out
Q37: "L} Mzto|gtna!” /idea /it /my /was
Q38: 12|11 =22 Ho{&/Ct ;/and /fell /tumbling

Q39: Ho =2 : /ground /the /to

0Q ro 0Q rot oQ rot oQ rot oQ rot ofR rot of rot of rot of rot of rot of rot of rot of rot o0f rot of rot of rot of rot
Zm o2 m o m Zm o1 mo R m 3 mom 2 mo1Amom Zm o2 mo g3 m 132 mom I3 m

29




o X}
[=> R |

M|AHO|oF7]| (24) The Talkative Turtle

Ql: s=CtA2{2 H=0| (2= 0]0F7])

=

—

ok

o X}

o=

Q2: & FO| AHFH0| A=l S O[of7| 5t UR/ULCEH/ ChEE HFOIE 7| flt

o X}-

o 1

Q3: 3t A450[7} 2=2| 0[0t7|E SRl 2|1 F Of2| Soj|A ZEl =22 F5HY
of &}

o e

Q4 " 5 Eoi%/ OLECHS S1SOL" 1= BT/ "Lt 0f7|0] 2 slofat o)
OOZIXl':

Q5: BteF 43| =0| 71 7K & TOtELHH/ H3alo| Rel2/ H 7H] 52 =24/ 28H
H3|=0| 2 O3 = AKX/ 7|0 He| HOT X2z
RS

Q6: "E2 420|Ct" sto| UL

S5

Q7: "SHX|2F =5

o X}

S

Q8: BroF |7} otCH/ oF OfC|2te,/ H B2 2 HOoj &Ao"
A}

Q9 H=0|= 19| &5 L& JV[= Lt

o X}

o=

QILO0: d2iM & st2 71 97| S ALY A5 A0|=/ 12|11 H=0[§ ST22 H3x

o X}-

S

Q1L Tof| AT AIRS0]/ 5ts Y2 EUE W/ 252 HFO0[E EJULY F <o |5
Ol&otdl =

o X}-

oS-

o &b
o

Ql13: 152 =t= it/ 82 HE5et MS0|F L

oI

Ql4: "3t0| H 20| O|EA|7|= A = ="

;P33

o=

QL5: 20| AH2AR{ YT Lt AL

o &t

o=

Ql6: AFRHS0| Tote S SR &S 4 QALY QAXI= HE/ "L Zolztnl
oI

Q17: O2|1n 22 oA Ho 2

;P33

[ 2 B

30

Ct.




M| A|0]|0F7|_(25)_Why Turtles Live in Water

Why Turtles Live in Water (A Tale from West Africa)

Long ago turtles used to live on land.

That is until one day a smart turtle was caught by hunters.

The hunters took him to the village chief who saw him and asked,
“"How should we cook him?” At this the turtle replied,
“You have to kill me first and then take me out

of my shell”

“We can break your shell with stones,”
said the hunters.

“No no, that will not work.

My shell will never break,”
said the turtle shaking his head, “"Here is another way.

You can take me to the water and drown me to death’”

“Good idea. That is what we'll do,” said the chief.
And so the hunters took the turtle to the river and began to drown him.

Soon they saw the turtle was dead and so they congratulated themselves.

At that moment, the turtle poked its head
above the water and laughed.
“Foolish men. Don't get ready to cook me yet/

said the turtle and began to swim away,

"I think from now on I will live safely in the water”

And that is how it's been ever since!
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Q1: Why Turtles Live in Water (A Tale from West Africa)/

Sjj Ad:

Q2: Long ago/ turtles used to live on land./

Ol Ad:

Q3: That is until one day/ a smart turtle was caught/ by hunters./

Sl A

Q4: The hunters took him/ to the village chief/ who saw him and asked,/ "How should
we cook him?"/

Sl Ad:

Q5: At this the turtle replied,/ “You have to kill me first/ and then take me out of my
shell.”/

Sjj Ad:

Q6: "We can break your shell/ with stones,” said the hunters./

<] ESK

Q7: “No no, that will not work./

Sl A

Q8: My shell will never break,”/ said the turtle/ shaking his head,/ “Here is another way./
Sjj Ad:

Q9: You can take me to the water/ and drown me to death.”/

<] ESK

Q10: "Good idea./

Sl A

Q11: That is what we'll do,” said the chief./

Sl Ad:

Q12: And so the hunters took the turtle/ to the river and began to drown him./
<] ESK

Q13: Soon they saw the turtle was dead/ and so they congratulated themselves./
Sl A

Q14: At that moment,/ the turtle poked its head/ above the water and laughed./
<] ESK

Q15: "Foolish men./

<] ESK

Q16: Don't get ready to cook me yet,"/ said the turtle and began to swim away,/ 1
think from now on/ I will live safely in the water.”/

<] ESK

Q17: And that is how it's been ever since!/
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The Gift (A West African tale)

A group of men went out hunting.
But when they returned home one man was missing.

He was a brave warrior. 90

After days passed, the family gave up
and thought him to be dead.

However, his youngest child did not stop waiting for her father

to come back home. She would ask each day, “Where is my father?”

Finally, her older brothers went out to find him. They were magicians.

In the forest they found a broken spear and a pile of bones.

The first brother matched the bones to make a skeleton;
the second brother made flesh on the bones; the third brother
breathed life into the flesh. The brave warrior awoke.

He went back with his three sons.

The villagers celebrated his return.

The warrior said, "I will give a gift to the person
who has brought me back to life

All three sons shouted,

“T am most worthy of the gift! [ have done the most!”

The warrior looked at them and said,

“The gift belongs to my youngest child.
She is the one who saved me.

A man is never truly dead until he is forgotten!”
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Q18: All three sons shouted,/ “T am most worthy/ of the gift!/
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Q19: I have done/ the most!”/
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Q20: The warrior looked at them and said,/ “The gift belongs to my youngest child./
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The Banquet (A Sufi story from the Middle East)

A great banquet was being held in a palace.
A poor man wanted to join

but the only clothes he had to wear were dirty rags.

When he came to the door they let him in out of courtesy.
But he was seated at the very end of the long banquet table
so people wouldn't notice his tattered clothes.
When the platters finally reached him

there was no food left on them.

So the man left and went to a rich friend.

He borrowed from him a grand robe and expensive jewels to wear.

When he returned to the banquet, dressed like a king,
he was given a seat at the head of the table.

He was the first to whom the food was brought to.

A nobleman who was sitting next to him saw that he rubbed a spoonful
of food onto his robes each time he ate. The nobleman was confused.

“Sir, why are you rubbing food into your fine clothes?”

The man chuckled and replied,

“They may seem dirty to you now. p
But these clothes are what brought me all this food.
They deserve to be fed first!”

i
@
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Cooking by Candle (A Sufi Tale from the Middle East)

A man called Samu made a bet with his friend.

He said that he could survive a cold winter

night on an icy mountain with nothing to warm him.
So he took a book and a candle to read by

and spent the night.

The next morning

he went to his friends to ask for his winnings.

“Did you take anything with you to keep you warm?”
“Nothing”, said Samu, “I only took a candle so I could read my book."
"Aha” exclaimed his friends, “You broke the rules of the bet!”

So Samu went home without his earnings.

A few days passed and Samu invited his friends to have dinner at his house.
They waited to be served food.
Then Samu said to them, “Dinner is not ready.

Come see and tell me what the problem could be”

-

\

(
The friends went into the kitchen

l

where they saw a huge pot of water.

It was being cooked with only the flame of one small candle.

Samu said to them, "Does this remind you of our bet?

I have been heating this pot of water since yesterday and it's not warm yet!”
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Sjj Ad:
Q2: A man called Samu/ made a bet/ with his friend./

<] ESK

Q3: He said that/ he could survive/ a cold winter night/ on an icy mountain/ with
nothing to warm him./

SfA:

Q4: So he took a book and a candle/ to read by and spent the night./

Sij A:

Q5: The next morning/ he went to his friends/ to ask for his winnings./

Sl A

Q6: "Did you take anything with you/ to keep you warm?"/

Sjj Ad:

Q7: "Nothing”, said Samu,/ “I only took a candle/ so I could read my book.”/
<] ESK

Q8: “Aha" exclaimed his friends,/ “You broke the rules of the bet!"/

Sl A

Q9: So Samu went home/ without his earnings./

Sjj Ad:

Q10: A few days passed/ and Samu invited his friends/ to have dinner at his house./
Sl A

Q11: They waited to be served food./

Sl A

Q12: Then Samu said to them,/ “Dinner is not ready./

<] ESK

Q13: Come see and tell me/ what the problem could be.”/

Sl A

Q14: The friends went into the kitchen/ where they saw/ a huge pot of water./
S A

Q15: It was being cooked/ with only the flame of one small candle./

<] ESK

Q16: Samu said to them,/ "Does this remind you of our bet?/

<] ESK

Q17: I have been heating/ this pot of water/ since yesterday/ and it's not warm yet!"/

Sjj Ad:
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Q2: AtR2t= EAH7F - /a /called /man /samu

Q3: 7| E AUt /a /bet /made

Q4: 19| F+et /friend /his /with

Q5: O TUCt /he /said /that

Q6: 7t AY == ACt : /could /he /survive
Q7. F2 AZ &S /a /cold /night /winter
Q8: A2 HOl LHof| A : /an /icy /mountain /on

Q9: & mEstA o =& A st 810| /him /nothing /to /warm /with
Q10: J2fM = & ok It X SHLHE
ZHR| 2L Z¥CE

QIL M2 olom ure Hij7| 93,

/a /a /and /book /candle /he /so /took
/and /by /night /read /spent /the /to
Ql2: C}3¢ OtA

: /morning /next /the

Q13: &= XSO Al ZtCh /friends /he /his /to /went

Ql4: 1o A32E 45t3{n /ask /for /his /to /winnings

Q15: "I B ZtX|2 Z2EA0{? /anything /did /take /with /you /you

Qle6: g mhEotA| si=" /keep /to /warm /you
Q17: "OtRA X", AR = LML} /nothing /said /samu
Q18: "k OX & SLEE 7HA ZERA 0 /a /candle /i /only /took
Q19: ® 212 %= QT 2 3+0|0f. /book /could /i /my /read /so
Q20: "Ots}" XIF=2 XL /aha /exclaimed /friends /his
Q2L: "4 LY7|e &S A" /bet /broke /of /rules /the /the /you

Q22: 2N AR = Eo =2 2Lt : /home /samu /so /went
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Q23: OtF A& QiO|. : /earnings /his /without

Q24: {AO| X|Ltn /a /days /few /passed
Q25: At R = XFEE =OiMCH : /and /friends /his /invited /samu
Q26: 19| RO HEAIALSH7] 2|8 : /at /dinner /have /his /house /to
Q27: 152 2410| LI 7|E 7|C}RILCY. /be /food /served /they /to /waited
Q28: 1Uj AFRZ7F 150 H Z3RHCE : /said /samu /them /then /to
Q29: "M 0| &H| 7} Ot R 0. : /dinner /is /not /ready
Q30: 2FA E 10 2ol F : /and /come /me /see /tell
Q31: 2alo] X 2IX]." /be /could /problem /the /what
Q32: I E2 FHIOZ SO ULt . /friends /into /kitchen /the /the /went
Q33: XA 252 E/ULL : /saw /they /where
Q34: & Tl HCHE WHIE : /a /huge /of /pot /water
Q35: A4 =2| &2 YALCE ;/being /cooked /it /was
Q36: 22 X SILIo| 2Z Tto 2 : /candle /flame /of /one /only /small /the /with
Q37: At = S0 A UL, : /said /samu /them /to
Q38: "L22| L}7| MztLfL]? /bet /does /of /our /remind /this /you
Q39: L} 7}Lsl 20 /been /have /heating /i
Q40: O| HH|o| 5 : Jof /pot /this /water
Q41: Of M| £ H . /since /yesterday

Q42: 12| Of&l = [[HEESHA| QEOH” : /and /it's /not /warm /yet
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One Good Meal Deserves Another (A Tale from West Africa)

Ami was a spider who hated to share.
One day turtle was visiting his house.
When it was time to eat Ami didn't want to give turtle any food.

So he said, “Turtle, I can't serve you anything

because you have dirty feet.

Go wash them in the river!”

Turtle was very hungry.
But he was a polite guest and so he went to the river to wash.
When he came back the food was gone.

“That was a delicious meal,” said Ami, rubbing his round belly.
"One good meal deserves another” said turtle.

“T will cook you dinner tomorrow at my house.”

The next evening, turtle had cooked a fine meal at the bottom of the river.
“Come down here!” he called to Ami.
Ami was not heavy enough to sink in the water.

So he filled his jacket with pebbles

to weigh him down.

But before he could have a bite, turtle said,

S

“It's impolite to be wearing a jacket at the table!”

So Ami took his jacket off.
But without the pebbles to hold him down, he floated up to the surface

and had to watch while turtle ate the entire meal!
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M AI0]ok2] _(29) One Good Meal Deserves Another
Q2: Ami was a spider/ who hated to share./

Sjj Ad:

Q3: One day turtle was visiting his house./

Ol Ad:

Q4: When it was time to eat/ Ami didn't want to give turtle any food./

S A

Q5: So he said, “Turtle, I can't serve you anything/ because you have dirty feet./
Sjj Ad:

Q7: Turtle was very hungry./

Sl Ad:

Q8: But he was a polite guest/ and so he went to the river/ to wash./

S A

Q9: When he came back/ the food was gone./

SfAd:

Q10: "That was a delicious meal,” said Ami,/ rubbing his round belly./

<] ESK

Q11: "One good meal deserves another,”/ said turtle./

Sl A

Q12: “T will cook you dinner/ tomorrow at my house.”/

<] ESK

Q13: The next evening/ turtle had cooked a fine meal/ at the bottom of the river./
Sff A:

Q14: "Come down here!” he called to Ami./

Sl A

Q15: Ami was not heavy enough/ to sink in the water./

Sl Ad:

Q16: So he filled his jacket/ with pebbles/ to weigh him down./

<] ESK

Q17: But before he could have a bite, turtle said,/ “It's impolite/ to be wearing a jacket/
at the table!"/

Sfj A:

Q18: So Ami took his jacket off./

<] ESK

Q19: But without the pebbles/ to hold him down,/ he floated up to the surface/ and
had to watch/ while turtle ate the entire meal!/

<] ESK
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Q25: Z+ H}EHO|| A : /at /bottom /of /river /the /the

Q26: “0|2| LiZ{eH” J= oto|of A
22| MLt

Q27: otb| = S&E3| FUX| AL

: /ami /called /come /down /he /here /to
: /ami /enough /heavy /not /was

Q28: = £0 2 7I2}27]0f. : /in /sink /the /to /water
Q29: 2 O = 19| 222 x|2ICt /filled /he /his /jacket /so
/pebbles /with

Q31: O1E Yoz Weq47IH & A7t /down /him /to /weigh
Q32: sHX|0t a7t st & 27| MO, /a /before /bite /but /could /have /he /said /turtle
: /impolite /it's

Q34: 222 1 Y= A2 : /a /be /jacket /to /wearing
Q35: A EHOf| ! /at /table /the

Q36: J2fA of0|= 19| 22 : /ami /his /jacket /off /so /took
S ALE. :
Q37: 8} X|2t STO|7} gioL : /but /pebbles /the /without

Q38: 12 =84, : /down /him /hold /to
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M| A| 0] 0FZ7]|_(30)_The Golden Touch

The Golden Touch (A tale from Ancient Greece)

There once lived a great king named Midas. Midas once did a good deed

for a Satyr. In return Dionysus, the God of wine, would grant him one wish.

9
The king's wish was to have the power to turn everything C\__;\DJ
L] L ]
he touched into gold. Dionysus said that it was not \*’-__, 7
a good wish but Midas was stubborn. ¢

So Dionysus granted the wish of the king.

Midas was thrilled. Everything he touched turned into gold.
He went on touching everything around him.

Soon Midas grew hungry. But when he held a piece of food

he was unable to eat it because it turned into gold.

In seeing this Midas was worried.

"I am going to starve!

Maybe the god of wine was right.
{
@

I should have made a different wish

The princess saw the worried King. To comfort him she threw her arms
around him. Alas! She too turned into gold.

“The golden touch is no blessing. It is a curse!”

cried Midas Next to the river he sat down and sobbed.
The sand on the riverbank turned into the yellow

“fool's gold”. There, King Midas was rid of golden toucp.

It was washed away with his own tears.
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Q1: The Golden Touch (A tale from Ancient Greece)/

Sjj Ad:

=

—

ol
ol

Q2: There once lived a great king/ named Midas./

Sfj A:

Q3: Midas once did a good deed/ for a Satyr./

S A

Q4: In return Dionysus, the God of wine,/ would grant him one wish./
Sl A

QS5: The king's wish was to have the power/ to turn everything he touched/ into gold./
Ol Ad:

Q6: Dionysus said that/ it was not a good wish/ but Midas was stubborn./
Sl A

Q7: So Dionysus granted the wish of the king./

Sl A

Q8: Midas was thrilled./

<] ESK

QO: Everything he touched turned into gold./

Sl A

Q10: He went on touching/ everything around him./

Sfj A:

Q11: Soon Midas grew hungry./

Sff A:

Q12: But when he held a piece of food/ he was unable to eat it/ because it turned into
gold./

Sfj A:

Q13: In seeing this/ Midas was worried./

S| Ad:

Q14: "I am going to starve!/

Sl A

Q15: Maybe the god of wine was right./

Ol Ad:

Q16: I should have made a different wish!”/

<] ESK

Q17: The princess saw the worried King./

Sjj Ad:

Q18: To comfort him/ she threw her arms around him./
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Sl Ad:

Q19: Alas! She too turned into gold./

Sl A

Q20: “The golden touch is no blessing./

Sl A

Q21: 1t is a curse!” cried Midas/ Next to the river/ he sat down and sobbed./
<] ESK

Q22: The sand on the riverbank/ turned into the yellow “fool’s gold”./
Sl A

Q23: There, King Midas was rid of golden touch./

Sl A

Q24: It was washed away/ with his own tears./

Sl A
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: /a /great /king /lived /once /there

: /midas /named

: /a /deed /did /good /midas /once

: /a /for /satyr

: /dionysus /god /in /of /return /the /wine

: /grant /him /one /wish /would

: /have /king's /power /the /the /to /was /wish
: /everything /he /to /touched /turn

: /gold /into

: /dionysus /said /that

: /a /good /it /not /was /wish

: /but /midas /stubborn /was

: /dionysus /granted /king /of /so /the /the /wish
: /midas /thrilled /was

: /everything /gold /he /into /touched /turned
: /he /on /touching /went

: /around /everything /him

: /grew /hungry /midas /soon

: /a /but /food /he /held /of /piece /when

: /eat /he /it /to /unable /was

: /because /gold /into /it /turned
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: /arms /around /her /him /she /threw
: /alas /gold /into /she /too /turned
: /blessing /golden /is /no /the /touch
: /a /cried /curse /is /it /midas

: /next /river /the /to

: /and /down /he /sat /sobbed
: /on /riverbank /sand /the /the
: /fool's /gold /into /the /turned /yellow

: /golden /king /midas /of /rid /there /touch /was
: /away /it /was /washed
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The Skull (A tale from West Africa)

A man was hunting in the forest.
When he passed by a large tree he heard a voice calling his name.

He turned and saw a white skull lying at the trunk of a large tree.

“You there”, said the skull,

"I can tell you where to find a field of pumpkins
to feed your starving village.

But you must not tell a soul how you got them.”

"What happened to you?" asked the hunter.

"My mouth killed me,” said the skull.

The man took the pumpkins with him to the village.

He forgot what the skull had warned him and said to everyone,
“a talking skull told me where to find them!”

But the people did not believe him and called him a liar.

“I'm telling the truth and I can prove it. Come with me!” said the man.

So the village people followed him to the tree.
When the man spoke to the skull it did not reply.

The man was put to death on the spot.

After time passed, two skulls sat : ;%“

under the tree.
The first skull turned to the second and said, “We meet again my
friend.

Now do you understand that a mouth can kill you?”
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The Tale of Bausis & Philemon (A Tale from Greece)

Zeus, the king of the Olympian gods, came down to visit the people.

He dressed himself in old shabby clothes and pretended to be a beggar.
He went from door to door, begging the people for some food and drink.
) ""'-:“.j
" \
/

Every time he was turned down

until he came to the house of a poor old couple,

—

o
Bausis and Philemon. ~
They did not have much

so they could only offer him simple country bread and wine.

But a strange thing happened. No matter how much they ate and
drank, the basket of bread was always full and the bottle of win
never ran out. The old couple soon realized that this man was not
a simple beggar but a god from mount Olympus.

They bowed low and apologized for the simple meal they had given.

But Zeus shook his head and said, “When you have given your best you
have nothing to be sorry for” To show his thanks for their kindness,
Zeus offered to grant them a wish. The old couple said that they wished

to always be together.

On the day Bausis and Philemon died, Qri—;ﬁ &} 4
an oak and linden tree grew out /
of their graves with their trunks wrapped '\

J

& w Q

around the other.
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The Purse of Gold (A Jewish Folktale)

Someone left a leather purse in the market.

A beggar found it and inside there were 100 gold pieces.
From afar, he could hear the sound of a merchant yelling,

“T will give a reward for the finder of my leather purse!”

The beggar was a kind and honest man.
He went to the merchant and showed him the purse.
"I found your purse. Will you give me the reward?”

“What reward?” sneered the merchant.

The merchant counted his gold pieces. He was a greedy man.
"My purse used to have 200 pieces of gold inside."

“You are a thief! Go now or I will have the police arrest you.”
“I'm not a thief," said the beggar in a loud voice.

“Let us go to court”

The two men went to court.
There, the judge listened to the stories of both men. §
"I believe you both. I can bring justice to this problem
The merchant said that his purse had 200 pieces
of gold in it. That is a lot of gold. But the beggar found a purse

which had only 100 pieces of gold. Therefore the purse that the beggar

found is not the one the merchant lost. It is a different purse.”

So the judge gave the purse and the gold to the beggar.
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Sai Goes Fishing (A Tale from West Africa)

Sai was a foolish man. He was also mean spirited.
One day he decided to trick a fisherman to do his work for him.
“Why don’t we go fishing?” he said to the fisherman.

The fisherman agreed and they headed to the river

The fisherman was smarter than Sai thought.
He already knew that Sai was going to trick him
so he said, “Why don’t I make the nets and

you can get tired for me

So Sai began to make the nets while the fisherman pretended to be tired.

They caught three fish. The fisherman said, “Sai you can have the fish today
and I'll take tomorrow's catch. I think we might catch more tomorrow.”
But Sai was not only mean but greedy as well.

“No no, you take these and I'll take tomorrow’s fish.

But the next day the nets were rotting away and no fish were caught.

So the fisherman said, “Sai, take these nets to the market.

You will get a lot of money for them.” //

So Sai took the nets to the marketplace.

When started to shout, “Rotten nets for sale!”

the people became angry and threw stones at him. //\ '
% \

“Some partner you are,
Sai said to the fisherman rubbing his bruises.
"I took the stones. At least you could have taken the pain

After that Sai tried to trick the fisherman again!
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The Lion and the Rabbit (A fable from India)

There was once a frightening lion who lived in a forest.

All the other animals were afraid of being eaten

So one day they made a deal with the lion.

The deal was that one of them would willingly

go to the lion’s den each day to be his meal. ( ?

In return, the lion was to never hunt the animals ever again.

The lion agreed to the deal.

The first one to go to the lion's den was a small rabbit.

He was scared and he went to the den as slow as he could.

"Why are you so late?” roared the lion when the rabbit arrived.
The rabbit thought for a moment and said, “I am late because of the other
lion in the forest.” The lion was surprised to hear this. “Another lion

in my forest? Take me to see this other lion”

The rabbit led the lion to a deep well and told him to look down inside.

From the bottom of the well the lion could see another lion
looking back at him. He roared at the other lion.

The sound of his roar became an echo and came back to him.
Again he roared, "I am the only king of the jungle.”

His echo answered, “I am the only king of the jungle.”

With that the lion grew so angry that he pounced
into the deep well. He did not know that the other

lion was only his reflection. He was never seen in the forest again.
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How Zebras Got Their Stripes (A Ugandan Folktale)

A long time ago, there were no zebras in the world.

Instead, there were many donkeys.

Every day, the donkeys worked diligently.

They had no time to play or to take a rest.
All they had to do was just work, work, work.
The donkeys carried heavy bundles of hay. They carried the hays for miles,

but they never satisfied with the work they did.

One day, two donkeys got furious. They made up their mind not to work
all the time. Instead, they wanted to graze in open green fields, and drink

from fresh stream. They also wanted to lie on soft grass, having a nap.

So the two donkeys went to see a wise man in the village. They told him
about their problems and wishes. The wise man listened attentively to their
story. After much thought, he agreed that they worked too hard.

He felt sorry for the donkeys and wanted to help them.

Suddenly, the wise man jumped to his feet

and said, "I have a good idea!”

"Oh, really? What is it?" asked the donkey
curiously. “I am going to paint you.”
replied the man. “What? What do you mean?”
The donkeys couldn't understand his words.
“T will paint you, and no one will notice that you are donke

The wise man went out of the room to find some paint.
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A few minutes later, he returned with two pots of paint.
One pot was filled with white paint, the other was filled with black.

The wise man began to paint the two donkeys. He painted them white first,

and then painted black stripes. c(‘ft"
o

When he finished his painting,
the donkeys looked totally different.

“You no longer look like donkeys.

No one will notice.

From now on, I will call you something else, zebras."

The zebras went to an open field to graze. No one recognized them,
and they didn't have to work. So they laid in the soft grass and had a nap.
Soon, other donkeys saw the zebras. They approached to the zebras

and asked where they came from.

When the zebras told the donkeys their story, the donkeys ran across
the field to meet the wise man. “Paint us and make us into zebras,”
they begged. So the wise man painted donkeys. As he painted,

more donkeys came to him. The wise man couldn’t handle them.

Soon, the donkeys became nervous. They began to

and they spilt the paint on the ground.
They ran out of the paint.

All the painted donkeys became zebras.

The unpainted donkeys who were impatient
had to remain working donkeys. W
This is why, there are donkeys and zebras roaming% earth.

This is also why it is essential to be patient.
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Q1: How Zebras Got Their Stripes (A Ugandan Folktale)/
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Q2: A long time ago,/ there were no zebras/ in the world./
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Q3: Instead,/ there were many donkeys./
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Q8: They carried the hays/ for miles,/ but they never satisfied/ with the work they did./
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Q9: One day,/ two donkeys got furious./
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Q10: They made up their mind/ not to work all the time./
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Q11: Instead,/ they wanted to graze/ in open green fields,/ and drink/ from fresh
stream./
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Q12: They also wanted to lie/ on soft grass,/ having a nap./
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Q13: So the two donkeys/ went to see a wise man/ in the village./
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Q14: They told him/ about their problems and wishes./
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Q15: The wise man listened attentively/ to their story./
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Q16: After much thought,/ he agreed that/ they worked too hard./
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Q17: He felt sorry for the donkeys/ and wanted to help them./
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Q18: Suddenly, the wise man/ jumped to his feet and said,/ “I have a good idea!"/
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“Oh, really? What is it?"/

asked the donkeys curiously./

“l am going to paint you."” replied the man./

“What? What do you mean?”/

The donkeys couldn’t understand/ his words./

“I will paint you,/ and no one will notice/ that you are donkeys."/

The wise man went/ out of the room/ to find some paint./

A few minutes later,/ he returned/ with two pots of paint./

One pot was filled/ with white paint,/ the other was filled with black./

The wise man began to paint/ the two donkeys./

He painted them/ white first,/ and then/ painted black stripes./

When he finished his painting,/ the donkeys looked/ totally different./

“You no longer look/ like donkeys./

No one will notice./

From now on,/ I will call you/ something else,/ zebras.”/

The zebras went to/ an open field/ to graze./

No one recognized them,/ and they didn't have to work./

So they laid/ in the soft grass/ and had a nap./
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Q37: Soon, other donkeys saw the zebras./
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Q38: They approached to the zebras and asked/ where they came from./
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Q39: When the zebras told/ the donkeys their story,/ the donkeys ran across the field/
to meet the wise man./
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Q40: "Paint us/ and make us/ into zebras,” they begged./
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Q41: So the wise man painted donkeys./
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Q42: As he painted,/ more donkeys came to him./
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Q43: The wise man couldn’t handle them./
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Q44: Soon, the donkeys/ became nervous./
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QA45: They began to kick and yell,/ and they spilt the paint/ on the ground./
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Q46: They ran out of the paint./
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QA47: All the painted donkeys became zebras./
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Q48: The unpainted donkeys/ who were impatient/ had to remain/ working donkeys./
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QA49: This is why,/ there are donkeys and zebras/ roaming the earth./
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Q50: This is also why/ it is essential/ to be patient./
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